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What response should the law have toward different family practices arising from cultural and religious beliefs? The 
issue has become increasingly debated as Western countries have become more culturally diverse. Although 
discussion has frequently focused on the role Islamic family law should have in these countries, this book sets the 
discussion within a wider context that includes consideration both of theoretical issues and also of empirical data about 
the interaction between specific family practices and state law in a variety of jurisdictions ranging from England and 
Wales to Bangladesh, Botswana, Spain, Poland, France, Israel, Iran, and South Africa. The book's contributors 
approach the subject matter from a variety of perspectives, illustrating the complex and often sensitive nature. The 
book does not set out to propose any single definitive strategy that should be adopted, but provides material upon 
which researchers, advocates, and policy makers can draw in furthering their understanding of and seeking solutions to 
the problems raised by this significant social development. (Series: Onati International Series in Law and Society)

Any one reader is bound to learn a lot from a book which takes in so many jurisdictions, and all readers should 
particularly respect the parts of this one which attempt an overall, integrative, approach. (Chris Barton Child and 
Family Law Quarterly, Volume 1)About the AuthorMavis Maclean CBE is Co-Director of the Oxford Centre for 
Family Law and Policy in the Department of Social Policy and Intervention, University of Oxford and a Senior 
Research Fellow of St Hilda's College,Oxford. She is former President of the RCSL, a Fellow of the IISL, and 
Academic Adviser to the Ministry of Justice. John Eekelaar, FBA is Emeritus Fellow of Pembroke College, Oxford, 
UK, and Co-Director of the Oxford Centre for Family Law and Policy. He is a Fellow of the British Academy. 


