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Preface The Ne Temere decree of the Sacred Congregation of the Council, in conjunction with a Pontifical
Commission, set forth by the special order of Pope Piux Xis the most important disciplinary decree of the Roman
Catholic Church since the Council of Trent (A. D. 1563). This decree was issued August 2, 1907, to take effect A pril
19, 1908, and has been promulgated in the United States, whereit is now in force, and where it creates a new situation.
The question whether this canonical decree has civil effect has been under consideration by the civil courts of Canada,
and conflicting decisions have been rendered. The Canadian minister of justice has pointed out that there are now five
decisions of Quebec Courts declaring that the Court is bound to give legal effect to decrees of nullity of marriage
pronounced by Roman Catholic Bishops and there are three decisions to the contrary. For the intelligent consideration
of this matter there should be accurate information. Marriage is a matter of universal concern. The question of the
relation of Church and Stateis of great interest. The claims of the Church of Rome as affecting National and State
authority and personal rightsin the United States, are also vital to be understood. The law of the land should be clearly
set forth. The function of the solemnizing officiant; the spiritual or sacramental character of marriage; the essence of
legal marriage and the consensus of Christians asto the essential features thereof; the solemnization of matrimony
from acivil and from areligious viewpoint and the institution of marriage as regarded by the temporal law, are all of
signal importance. At the base of our modern civilization is the family.(Typographical errors above are due to OCR
software and don't occur in the book.)About the Publisher Forgotten Booksis a publisher of historical writings, such
as. Philosophy, Classics, Science, Religion, History, Fol



