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The first systematic study of civil law in late Imperial Russia, this book shows that efforts to adjust family, property, 
and inheritance law to changing social and economic conditions often became intertwined with attempts to shape 
society in accordance with competing ideological ends. Through a restructuring of the family's legal basis, members of 
the growing professional class endeavored to promote conflicting conceptions of authority, individuality, gender, and 
law. Legal reform also served for members of the emerging legal and medical professions as a way to establish their 
authority, often at the expense of the state administration and the Orthodox Church. Wagner's detailed and scholarly 
analysis of these issues offers many important insights into cultural attitudes and political structures in late Imperial 
Russia.

"Of the precious few western historical works on late imperial Russian law, this one is by all odds the best...this work 
achieves two noteworthy accomplishments: it places Russia in the context of nineteenth-century European civil law 
reform and it allows for a better understanding of the Soviet civil law system which followed."--Slavic 
"Compelling....Drawing on materials ranging from archival sources to law codes, collections of laws, and judicial 
decisions, Wagner's detailed analysis offers the reader valuable insights into yet another area of late Imperial Russian 
history, when a contentious struggle pitted an emerging elite against the forces of the traditional state order."--
Choice"William Wagner has written a highly detailed analysis of the debates over the revision of family and property 
law from the eve of the Great Reforms to 1917... (raising) issues that will concern any historian of the period."--The 
Russian "Wagner's detailed and richly documented examination of the legal debates and decisions in civil courts 
concerning marriage and property after the judicial reforms of 1864 is a welcome addition to the Western 
historiography of the development of a civil society in the late Imperial Russia."--American Historical "This work 
gives the reader excellent insights into the overall discussions of change in late-nineteenth-and early-twentieth-century 
Russia..."--HISTORYFrom the Back CoverThis is the first systematic study of civil law in late Imperial Russia. It 
shows that efforts to adjust family, property, and inheritance law to changing social and economic conditions often 
became intertwined with attempts to shape society in accordance with competing ideological ideals. Through a 
restructuring of the family's legal basis, members of the growing educated and professional strata of society in 
particular endeavoured to promote conflicting conceptions of authority, individuality, gender, and law. Legal reform 
also served for members of the emerging legal and medical professions as a way to establish their authority, often at 
the expense of the state administration and the Orthodox Church. Civil law in late Imperial Russia therefore 
constituted both an important medium for ideological redefinition and a field of battle for those seeking to reform, to 
overthrow, or to defend the ancien regime. Because this battle extended into the state bureaucracy, legislative change 
proved extremely difficult. Newly empowered by the 1864 judicial reform, the judiciary responded to legislative 
inaction by not merely adapting the law, but also by promoting an ideal of the family whose values and principles 
challenged those underlying the autocracy. Professor Wagner's detailed and scholarly analysis of these issues offers 
many important insights into cultural attitudes, political structures, and the role of law in late Imperial Russia.About 
the AuthorWilliam G. Wagner is at Williams College, Massachusetts. 


