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Peter Bartlett, Ralph Sandland : Mental Health Law Policy and Practice  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mental Health Law Policy and Practice: 

This text examines the legal structure and functionings of the UK's mental health system. Explanations of the legal 
principles are placed in the context of their practical application, along with proposals and possibilities for reform. 
From an analysis of 1990s-legislation and case law, theauthors ask fundamental questions as to whom mental health 
law is intended to benefit, and whether a system of mental health law can now be expected to provide remedies for the 
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people it is intended to serve. Specific topics covered include: problems of characterisation of mental health law, 
admission to and discharge from psychiatric facilities, treatment both in hospital and in the community, regulation of 
care in the community, understanding mental capacity, and advocacy for patients.

`an essential addition to the practitioner's library. The chapter on treatment in hospital alone is worth the price of the 
book.'New Law JournalAbout the AuthorPeter Bartlett is currently Lecturer in Law at the University of Nottingham. 
He is also author of Mental Health Law: The Advocate's Manual and has contributed to The Canadian Health Case 
Law Digest. Ralph Sandland is Lecturer in Law at the University of Nottingham. His published work spans theareas of 
family law, critical and feminist theory, and minority rights. 


