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Brendan D. Kelly : Mental Illness, Human Rights and the Law  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mental Illness, Human Rights and the Law: 

This is a book about psychiatry, mental illness and human rights. It is also, unashamedly, a manifesto for change, 
urging reconsideration of the ways in which the human rights of people with mental illness are protected and 
promoted, and calling for social activism in addition to enhanced psychiatric care. It explores the law relating to the 
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right to liberty of people with mental illness in five jurisdictions (England and Wales, Northern Ireland, Scotland and 
the Republic of Ireland) and international human rights standards. Recent legislative changes in all of these 
jurisdictions are analysed from a human rights perspective. It also takes a broader perspective, focusing on a range of 
social injustices and denials of rights commonly experienced by people with enduring mental illness. It includes up-to-
date discussion of: the 2015 Report of the Expert Group on the Review of the Mental Health Act 2001 (Ireland); the 
Mental Capacity Bill 2015 (Northern Ireland); Mental Health (Scotland) Act 2015; lessons that other jurisdictions can 
learn from recent reforms in England and Ireland.This book is pitched at all psychiatrists (from trainees to consultant) 
and other mental health professionals. It will also be of interest to lawyers practising in the area of mental health. It 
will be especially useful for general adult psychiatrists working with mental health legislation, and approved social 
workers.
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