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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A depiction of areal people against the odds.By Andre Celeste
Joneslt is chronological/journalistic writing, and can be dry at times, but the book shines when people tell their stories
about personal assaults and conditions they had to endure from unfair, unhealthy practices by the coal mining industry.
It shows that people do have the power to change things when lives and the land are at stake. A good book to read now
that there isreason for hydrofracking; and it is coming to atown near you.1 of 1 people found the following review
helpful. Mining in AppalachiaBy Jackie ThibaultVery good. Excellent. Very worth while reading. | recommend thisto
anybody interested in Appalachia mining and mountain top removal.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Five StarsBy Margaret Sl loved reading the book. It was in like new condition when | received it.

Deep in the heart of the southern West Virginia coafields, one of the most important environmental and social
empowerment battles in the nation has been waged for the past decade. Fought by a heroic woman struggling to save
her tiny community through a landmark lawsuit, this battle, which led al the way to the halls of Congress, has
implications for environmentally conscious people across the world.The story begins with Patricia Bragg in the tiny
community of Pie. When a deep mine drained her neighbors wells, Bragg heeded her grandmother's admonition to
"fight for what you believe in" and led the battle to save their drinking water. Though she and her friends quickly
convinced state mining officials to force the coal company to provide new wells, Bragg's fight had only just begun.
Soon large-scale mining began on the mountains behind her beloved hollow. Fearing what the blasting off of

mountai ntops would do to the humble homes below, she joined alawsuit being pursued by attorney Joe Lovett, the
first case he had ever handled.In the case against the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Bragg v. Robertson), federal
judge Charles Haden 11 shocked the coal industry by granting victory to Joe Lovett and Patricia Bragg and temporarily
halting the practice of mountaintop removal. While Lovett battled in court, Bragg sought other ways to protect the
resources and safety of coalfield communities, all the while recognizing that coal mining was the lifeblood of her
community, even of her own family (her husband is a disabled miner).The years of Bragg v. Robertson bitterly divided
the coalfields and left many bewildered by the legal wrangling. One of the state's largest mines shut down because of
the case, leaving hardworking miners out of work, at least temporarily. Despite hurtful words from members of her
church, Patricia Bragg battled on, making the two-hour trek to the legidature in Charleston, over and over, to ask for
better controls on mine blasting. There Bragg and her friends won support from delegate Arley Johnson, himself a
survivor of one of the coafield's greatest disasters.Award-winning investigative journalist Penny Loeb spent nine
years following the twists and turns of this remarkable story, giving voice both to citizens, like Patricia Bragg, and to
those in the coal industry. Intertwined with court and statehouse battles is Patricia Bragg's own quiet triumph of
graduating from college summa cum laude in her late thirtie and moving her family out of welfare and into prosperity
and freedom from mining interests. Bragg's remarkable personal triumph and the victories won in Pie and other
coalfield communities will surprise and inspire readers.

From Publishers Weeklylnvestigative reporter Loeb compassionately chronicles 10 years of grassroots efforts by
citizens of southern West Virginiato protect their homes from coal-mining damage. The story centers on the efforts of
Patricia Bragg, who in 1998, together with attorney Joe Lovett, filed alawsuit in federal court against the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and the West Virginia Division of Environmental Protection for their failure to regulate the waste
from mountaintop mining, a practice in which hundreds of feet are diced off mountaintops and the leftover rubbleis
dumped into streams and narrow valleys. This case, which resulted in aruling for a two-year moratorium on
mountaintop removal by ajudge who had not previously favored environmental causes, isthe high point of the book.
Though the judge's ruling was later overturned on appeal, the Bragg case led to some improvements in coal-mining
procedures. Unfortunately, L oeb overloads her account with too many stories of other people struggling for fair
treatment by the coal company. She's very effective, however, in pointing out the heartbreaking dilemma of these West
Virginians: the industry that threatens their quality of lifeisaso the lifeblood of their economy. Photos not seen by
PW. (Aug.) Copyright Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From
BooklistShe was an unassuming homemaker, trying to do what was right for her family. He was an untested lawyer,
trying to find a cause that would make his career. Together, Patricia Bragg and Joe Lovett took on West Virginia's coal
industry in a David-and-Goliath case that would have far-reaching implications for the environment and a more
immediate effect on the lives of people who had lived for too long under the mistaken impression that they were
powerless to stop the destructive mining practices that had ruined their water, compromised their health, damaged their
homes, and devastated the pristine natural habitat that was once the Appalachian Mountains greatest asset. An
acclaimed investigative journalist, Loeb spent nine years following the case with Bragg and Lovett as they went head-
to-head with mining unions, legislators, the courts, and even other locals who feared the loss of their jobs. Theresult is
acaptivating, if cautionary, account of the staggering fortitude, resilience, and solidarity one community mustered in
the face of nearly insurmountable opposition. Haggas, Carol "Very effective. . . in pointing out the heartbreaking
dilemma of these West Virginians: the industry that threatens their quality of lifeis also the lifeblood of their
community.Loeb compassionately chronicles 10 years of grassroots efforts by citizens of southern West Virginiato



protect their homes from coalmining damage." Publishers Weekly" Anne Shelby, author of Appalachian Studies For
more than 20 years, investigative journalist Penny Loeb has shone the light of publicity in dark corners, first for
newspaper readers, later for magazine readers. Her book, Moving Mountains, demonstrates that Loeb's investigative
talents tranglate well to the most in-depth journalistic medium of all. Painstakingly reported and compellingly written,
Moving Mountains is an unforgettable account of environmental degradation, those who cause it, those who suffer
from it, and those who try to aleviate it." Steve Weinberg, investigative journalist"In Moving Mountains, Loeb
provides an intimate |ook at the struggles of this housewife-turned-advocate who stood up against the largest coal
mining company in the United States while trying to protect the safety and integrity of her coalfield
community."Kentucky Monthly"This book is simply one of the most inspiring books of the last decade, a must-

read." Appalachian Heritage" A good human insights supplement to venerable scholarship such as Henry Caudill's
Night Comes to the Cumberlands. Recommended.” Choice"L oeb has written a sobering book that shines a bright light
into some rather dark places." Tucson Citizen"The legal and grassroots fight to curtail the destruction continues, and
Moving Mountains gives insight into the organizing and lawsuits where the fight began."Earthjustice"Loeb spent nine
years chroniclingthe triumphs and setbacks of peoplein the West Virginia coafields- people caught between the
economic opportunities provided by coal and the detriments to health and to quality of life that are so often by-
products of the coal industry. The result of her work is an account of the human and environmental costs of coal
extraction, and the inspirational grassroots crusade to mitigate those costs."Herald-Dispatch (Huntington, WV)"Very
effective.. . . in pointing out the heartbreaking dilemma of these West Virginians: the industry that threatens their
quality of lifeisalso the lifeblood of their community."Publisher's Weekly"L oeb, aformer senior editor for U.S. News
and World Reports, is cautious and sensitive in her portrayals of the individuals and incidents depicted in [Moving
Mountains]. She balances extrapolations of the technical details and reasons for the lawsuits with well-documented
information concerning local residents cultural and emational struggles, some of whom had generations of
employment by the coal industry...[Loeb] provides a thorough, analytical account of the complexity of the situation as
it evolved and the emotional turmoil." Appalachian Journal



