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Brian Z. Tamanaha : On the Rule of Law: History, Politics, Theory  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised On the Rule of Law: History, Politics, Theory: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Seminal work.By D. Seshadri NaiduI am active in reading, but lazy 
in responding. This time, however, I have taken time to respond. This book is a seminal contribution to the global 
jurisprudence in the branch of Rule of Law. Miss it, at your own peril, if you are, especially, a lawyer.0 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Rule of Law a valuable,balanced resourceBy DPJWell-written. Historical review 
helps the readers understand the roots of our laws. Author offers an informed and balanced discussion of rule of law.0 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521604656


of 1 people found the following review helpful. good overview just what I wantedBy Jakub JirsaA good overview with 
fine references. Good starting book on the subject, leads to other writings from ancient Athens to nowadays.

Although it is currently the most important political ideal, there is much confusion about what the 'rule of law' means 
and how it works. Brian Tamanaha outlines the concerns of Western conservatives about the decline of the rule of law 
and suggests reasons why the radical Left have promoted this decline. Two basic theoretical streams of the rule of law 
are then presented, with an examination of the strengths and weaknesses of each. The book's examination of the rule of 
law on a global level concludes by deciding whether the rule of law is a universal human good.

"Concise but comprehensive...For anyone seeking to evaluate the multitude of public statements or academic works 
that promote, critique, or disparage the rule of law, this book is an excellent point of departure for that evaluation." 
Law and Politics "Terrific. Brian Tamanaha has written a book that should educate not only every student and 
layperson who reads it, but also scholars who wrongly think there is nothing new to say about the rule of law... I hope 
it gets the wide readership it deserves." Sanford Levinson, Professor of Law, University of Texas Law school, author 
of Wrestling with Diversity"[Tamanaha]'s book presents a brief and clear introductory history and analysis that 
defends the coherence and value of the rule of law and that gives a sense of its global reach, limitations, and 
prospects...analyses are intelligent and fair-minded...Tamanaha is clearly a sophisticated institutionalist, and On the 
Rule of Law offers valuable insights." - Perspectives on Politics, Stephen G. Englemann, University of Illinois at 
Chicago"Brian Z. Tamanaha has written a clear, concise, accurate, and convincing history of the triumph of the rule of 
law, beginning in Greece and Rome, continuing through the Middle Ages, developing through the liberal 
enlightenment, expanding after the Second World War and Cold War victories and resisting the retrograde challenges 
of communism, fascism, and other trendy authoritarian or relativist ideas." - Mortimer Sellers, University of Baltimore 
School of LawAbout the AuthorBrian Z. Tamanaha is Chief Judge Benjamin N. Cardozo Professor of Law at St. 
John's University School of Law. 


