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Jill Quadagno : One Nation, Uninsured: Why the U.S. Has No National Health Insurance  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised One Nation, Uninsured: Why the U.S. Has No 
National Health Insurance: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Most comprehensive trail of Health Care Provider GreedBy 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195312031


KENNETH R CLARKThis is the most documented history of health care, (or the lack thereof) published to date.The 
book is well written and reads like a crime novel. And it is . . . a history of avarice, greed and out right crime.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. RADICAL READBy daphne naborsRadical book, good book, formed the 
backbone for many essays i have written since6 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Surprisingly 
interesting and readable primer on such a complex issueBy CustomerOne Nation Uninsured is brought to life in a fresh 
way by various first-hand recollections that are peppered throughout detailed, academic sketches of the major 
historical episodes that failed to produce national health insurance. Instead of reading like another dry textbook, this 
book provides an informative, intimate, and plausible narrative of why many of the major players did what they did in 
light of their different circumstances, motivations, and temperaments. Particular attention is also paid to other 
important non-health care events, such as the Red Scare, Brown v. Board of Education, Watergate, and Iran-Contra, as 
they indirectly affected the political will to mobilize for and against national health insurance, making this account all 
the more believable and nicely nuanced.My only complaint is that since the book was published in 2005, 2006 Part D 
legislation which expanded Medicare coverage, could not be discussed, but hopefully an updated edition will be 
written in a few years. Overall, a surprisingly interesting and readable primer on such a complex issue.

Every industrial nation in the world guarantees its citizens access to essential health care services--every country, that 
is, except the United States. In fact, one in eight Americans--a shocking 43 million people--do not have any health care 
insurance at all. One Nation, Uninsured offers a vividly written history of America's failed efforts to address the health 
care needs of its citizens. Covering the entire twentieth century, Jill Quadagno shows how each attempt to enact 
national health insurance was met with fierce attacks by powerful stakeholders, who mobilized their considerable 
resources to keep the financing of health care out of the government's hands. Quadagno describes how at first 
physicians led the anti-reform coalition, fearful that government entry would mean government control of the lucrative 
private health care market. Doctors lobbied legislators, influenced elections by giving large campaign contributions to 
sympathetic candidates, and organized "grassroots" protests, conspiring with other like-minded groups to defeat 
reform efforts. As the success of Medicare and Medicaid in the mid-century led physicians and the AMA to start 
scaling back their attacks, the insurance industry began assuming a leading role against reform that continues to this 
day. One Nation, Uninsured offers a sweeping history of the battles over health care. It is an invaluable read for 
anyone who has a stake in the future of America's health care system.


