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Amy Bach : Ordinary Injustice: How America Holds Court before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Ordinary Injustice: How America Holds Court:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. No accountability in our Justice SystemBy A. AbbottThis book isa
must read for anyone caring about our system of justice. The fact is there are many innocent people in prison. Asa
nation we should care deeply about who goes to prison and if they really deserve to be there. Hundreds of billions of
dollars are spent on U.S. prisons at both the federal level and the state level. They should be reserved for the hard core
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criminals. Many of our prosecuters are overstepping their legal boundries and the judges most of the time don't care.
Most innocent people are forced into plea agreements thinking they are going to be sent home but instead the judges
throw serious long term sentences at them and the accused gives up any right to appeal becasue they signed the
coersed plea agreement.Most of our justice system does not operate as you see on TV. Justice is dirty and corrupt in
our nation by daily violating the accused Constitutional rights and no one seems to care. Billionairs who own private
prison companies seek longer and longer sentences for people sent to prison, they push for stricter laws and quicker
sentencing FOR PROFIT. This book speaks mainly of the prosecuters and the neglegent defence attornies and judges
who operate within our justice system. Thisis abook everyone should read and at least know that the system we call
justice is subpar and needs some serious reform and accountablity.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Ordinary Injustice: For Ordinary people. Forewarned is forearmed! By Katie DidMake informed decisions. Before you
have a need-to-know, read the eye-opening "Ordinary Injustice” and discuss with family and friends. Amy Bach shares
her much-researched knowledge with us about the true workings of our court system today. From the police world
through prosecutor processes, under-financed defense teams and the various connections with judges. Behind the
headlines of a person being arrested, tried and convicted, this might give you awhole new perspective. Y ou might
have reason to doubt those headlines. Do you have blind faith in our justice system and fed it is superior to thosein
foreign countries? Y ou might change your mind.O of O people found the following review helpful. More than just a
required readingBy Charlotte Hortonl got this book for my courts class and could not put it down. The way the author
describes different sides and the faults that they may have using real life stories draws you in.

"A groundbreaking book . . . revealing the systemic, everyday problemsin our courts that must be addressed if justice
istruly to be served."Doris Kearns GoodwinAttorney and journalist Amy Bach spent eight years investigating the
widespread courtroom failures that each day upend lives across America. What she found was an assembly-line
approach to justice: a system that rewards mediocre advocacy, bypasses due process, and shortchanges both
defendants and victims to keep the court calendar moving. Here is the public defender who pleads most of his clients
guilty with scant knowledge about their circumstances; the judge who sets outrageous bail for negligible crimes; the
prosecutor who habitually declines to pursue significant cases; the court that works together to achieve awrongful
conviction. Going beyond the usual explanations of bad apples and meager funding, Ordinary Injustice revealsa
clubby legal culture of compromise, and shows the tragic consequences that result when communities mistake the
rulesthat lawyers play by for the rule of law. It istime, Bach argues, to institute a new method of checks and balances
that will make injustice visiblethe first and necessary step to reform.

From Publishers WeeklyLawyer and journalist Bach exposes a litany of failures and systematic shoddiness at the core
of the American criminal justice system that goes unchecked because the people affected tend to be poor, minorities or
both, and because problems are so pervasive that they have become invisible to defenders, prosecutors and judges
alike. Bach sees this blindness as a product of a public that cares little for the rights of the accused so long as
someoneanyoneis convicted and a courthouse community where prosecutor, defending attorney and judge share a
commitment to maintaining order, even at the expense of justice. Readers looking for solutions will be disappointed;
the author offers only a call for transparency, particularly the creation of metrics for courtroom success, and
nationwide monitoring. More compelling is her portrayal of the people hurt in this systemthe victims of crimes, the
falsely convicted and the defenders, prosecutors and judges whose own humanity is undermined when they lose sight
of the justice they supposedly serve. (Aug.) Copyright Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All
rights reserved. More than anything else | have read, Ordinary Injustice tells us what actually happensin the
prosecutoria world. That reality is painfully different from the romantic picture of constitutional rights triumphant that
| helped to paint in Gideons Trumpet. It is afascinating and essential book.Anthony Lewis, author of Freedom of the
Thought That We Hate: A Biography of the First Amendment



