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Michael Waterworth : Parker's Modern Wills Precedents: Sixth Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Parker's Modern Wills Precedents: Sixth Edition: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Sharon CarterBook received brand new (as advertised) 
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and encased in protective plastic covering. Precisely what I ordered.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Where there's a will...By Phillip Taylor MBEWHERE THERE IS A WILL PARKER SHOWS THE WAYAn 
appreciation by Phillip Taylor MBE and Elizabeth Taylor of Richmond Green ChambersA new edition of Parkers 
Precedents is very welcome and highly recommended by the Institute of Professional Willwriters. Anthony Parker 
wrote the first edition in December 1968 and his aims built upon an earlier volume entitled Modern Conveyancing 
Precedents to create a complimentary twin.Rather like the excellent Clarity for Lawyers by Mark Adler, solicitors will 
benefit from Parker because his original aims were, and remain, to: provide a comprehensive collection of precedents 
which produce the full legal effect intended; make legal documents more comprehensible to clients, and thus to assist 
in relations between solicitors and the public; avoid abuse of the English language found in many traditional 
precedents; avoid the confusion of thought and expression found in some traditional precedents; and Compose shorter 
legal documents, and so to save time and money for the profession and for clients.In nearly 40 years the profession has 
come a long way to meet Parkers objectives. With the new edition, Michael Waterworth explains that it arrives as an 
update hot on the heels of the previous edition because of the recent legislative programme of change and development 
including; The Gender Recognition Act 2004 which potentially affects a large number of precedents due to the 
ambiguities consequent on identifying beneficiaries by gender alone; The Mental Incapacity Act 2005 which covers 
the overlap between the new statutory test for capacity and the common law test; The Finance Act 2006 which 
demands a complete reappraisal of the inheritance tax treatment of trusts; The Civil Partnership Act 2004; The Human 
Tissue Act 2004; The Adoption and Children Act 2002; and Updated chapters on inheritance tax mitigation and post-
death rearrangements.Parker continues to be the main source for will draftsmen including general Private Client 
Solicitors who deal with Wills. Although it appears that nearly half the population still do not have a proper will, wills 
are some of the most important documents which a client will ever complete. As Waterworth rightly says, like 
conveyancing instruments, many clients want the job done at a rate which is of marginal profitability for the 
practitioner and a degree of specialisation is nowadays essential. This is, of course, true for large parts of the legal 
profession today.Waterworth has created a common-sense approach to both the relevant legal points and the pitfalls 
and drafting problems which can be created by a clients requirements. He writes that bewildered clients shy from legal 
detail and glaze over if inundated with excessive legal theory, often of only peripheral relevance. It is the practical 
advice and a practical approach from their solicitors will draftsman which the client wants and this book gives it many 
times over to a firm specialising in private client drafting and advisory work.There are nineteen chapters as follows: an 
introduction with a short word about drafting; general considerations; opening and revocation; declarations concerning 
joint, mutual and reciprocal wills; declarations part 1; appointment of executors and trustees; appointment of 
testamentary guardians; legacies; specific gifts of chattels and other personal property; specific gifts of real property 
and rights of occupation; residuary gifts; powers of executors and trustees; declarations part 11; attestation; inheritance 
tax mitigation; complete wills; variations after death; oaths for executors; and letters and other support materials. 
There are also four appendices to cover: attestation, construction and interpretation powers intestacy rules; and 
inheritance tax and capital gains taxWith a summary of the relevant law and commentary, a variety of precedents for 
individual clauses and a set of complete wills which covers different scenarios Parker provides the modern draftsman 
with a thorough understanding of the will drafting process.The fifth edition also now includes material relevant to tax 
changes in relation to disabled trusts, the taxation of vulnerable persons, inheritance tax and the needs of the older 
client. Certainty is the key throughout and Tottel are to be congratulated for releasing this latest edition which is now 
renowned in the high street firm as a work of clarity for drafting.

This well-established and highly-regarded publication is renowned above all for its clarity of drafting and it is 
recommended by the UK's Institute of Professional Willwriters. The sixth edition is a comprehensive collection of UK 
precedents for anyone who needs to draft wills. In addition to the precedents, the book provides notes and guidance on 
drafting and additional materials - e.g. letters, support materials, and extracts from relevant UK legislation. The nil rate 
band carry forward provisions announced in the pre-budget report will have a significant impact and are fully covered.

About the AuthorMichael Waterworth is a barrister specialising in trusts, tax planning, wills, probate, the 
administration of estates and family provision. 


