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David Pressman : Patent It Yourself: Your Step-by-Step Guide to Filing at the U.S. Patent Office  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Patent It Yourself: Your Step-
by-Step Guide to Filing at the U.S. Patent Office: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. The Inventors bible.By Work of LifeI purchased several books to 
help me navigate my way through the process of bringing my product to market. The books I purchased are 1)The 
Mom Inventors Handbook 2)Inventing on a Shoestring Budget 3)Inventor's Notebook: A Patent It Yourself 
Companion 4)Patent It Yourself, 13th Edition (this one). When this book popped up on Vine shortly thereafter, I 
exchanged the one I purchased for the "vine" book (since "Patent it yourself" was the most expensive of the lot). Well, 
I can see why it is. Patent It Yourself is the most comprehensive of the ones that I purchased and I think it is worth the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1413310583


extra money. I bought mine with the companion workbook and these are the two books I use the most and they work 
beautifully together. Highly recommended!Is this review helpful? Please let me know. Vote. :-)0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Don't trust everything in the bookBy AlanI am at the process of filing a patent myself. I 
exclusively using this book to write my patent andis still on going. The books said if you like the way how an existing 
similar patent claim is written, copy the language as long as you have something new to distinguish from the existing 
patent. WRONG!!! My claim got rejected because it is so similar to an existing patent language. The examiner did not 
even get to the new part because the language is so similar. You cannot expect the examiner to have time to go 
through every sentence in detail!!! This cost me months to amend the claims.Also, most of the forms at the back of the 
book is out dated, you need to download from the USPTO.As a follow up review. Two deadly thing about this book. It 
say nothing about the amendment process. This is where the battle is.Also the book is WRONG about changing the 
Claims. The book said you cannot add new material in the Claim. WRONG. It is the Specification that you cannot add 
new material. You even have to sign on the form that there is no new material in the Specification. Not the Claim. The 
book talked as if everything is easy, it's not. I ended up had to read a lot of article in the USPTO site. The saving thing 
is USPTO is very helpful. When I called, they really spent the time talk me through a lot of things. Make use of that, 
you'll be surprised how different they are from the other government agencies like DMV etc. Make sure you read up 
the amendment process and limitations in what you can do and how many times you can do. The book say nothing 
about this. I wonder people gave good rating ever gone through the whole patent process. If I have to rate this, I will 
give this zero star.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Helped Me Determine My Patents Would Be 
DeniedBy Clint PachlFirst, this is a massive book, well organized, and extremely thorough. I was amazed at the 
quality of this production.Even if you do not want to patent, but are interested in the patent system, what can and 
cannot be patented, the types of patents, trademarks, copyright, trade secrets, and unfair competition, I would highly 
recommend this book to you. Before I bought this book, I tried to get a clear picture and some answers on these topics 
online, but fell short. Most subject information on the web is not authoritative and incomplete. I finally gave up and 
bought this book. Not only did it deliver answers to all my questions, it gave me a thorough introduction to the 
mentioned topics. As a business owner, I think it is important to be familiar with these concepts in order to have an 
intelligent and efficient (saving $$$) conversation with a patent lawyer if needed. This topical overview of the patent 
system is covered in the first few chapters and is worth the price of the book.The author also mentions that if nothing 
else, use this book to assist you in working with a patent lawyer even if you don't patent it yourself. You minimize all 
the hand holding from the lawyer, which could save you $1000s. I highly agree.I originally ordered this book to 
determine if I should patent any of the three feature innovations on our target stands that we manufacture. Because of 
"prior art" (a concept I knew little about), we don't have a legal right to patent our innovations. Because we have been 
selling, to the public, our products for a little over a year, we essentially invalidated our legal right to patent because 
the existence of a product in the public domain for more than a year constitutes prior art; even if you're the original 
creator.To be honest, I'm not a big fan of the US Patent System. One of the reasons is that the little guy and small 
businesses many times don't have the financial capability to defend a patent from a larger competitor with deeper 
pockets. I think it is important what the author says about this issue:(page 415 - Legal Options If You Discover an 
Infringement of Your Patent) "Unfortunately our legal system, especially in the field of patent enforcement, is mainly 
accessible to (and manipulated primarily by) organizations and individuals with deep pockets - those companies that 
can afford to hire expensive patent litigators and pay the costs of litigation. One disgruntled client who got a patent 
and found an infringement recently said to me bitterly, 'Even if it infringes, I can't afford to sue the company anyway. 
The patent system is mostly useless for small inventors.' While this is often true, it is also possible for little folk to 
obtain relief by using a contingent-fee litigator or by just implying that they will sue as described below. Nevertheless, 
the value of the patent system would be far more valuable if it provided a way for those with shallow pockets to 
enforce their patents."

Patent your creation with the world's bestselling guide to patents! Have a world-class idea? Ready to protect your 
invention from copycats? Then turn to the best resource available-- Patent It Yourself. Attorney David Pressman takes 
you through the entire patent process, providing scrupulously updated information and clear instructions to help you: 
determine if you can patent your invention understand patent law evaluate the commercial potential of your idea 
perform your own patent search file a provisional patent application prepare a formal patent application respond to 
patent examiners amend an application enforce and maintain your patent market and license your invention 
Thoroughly updated to reflect the latest changes in intellectual property law, the 14th edition also provides the latest 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office rules and forms. It includes up-to-date details on how to file a patent electronically 
with the USPTO, the latest rules for application and prosecution, and other changes to technical filing rules. Whether 
you're new at the inventing game or a grizzled veteran, Patent It Yourself will save you grief, time and money.

"Entertaining and simple prose makes even the most arcane patent office procedures and policies understandable." 
(Science News 20080201)"If you want to cut through the patent red tape and possibly save thousands of dollars, Patent 



It Yourself... has all the forms and instructions needed to patent a product in the United States." (The Washington Post 
20080201)"It is the most definitive, complete and current do-it-yourself patent book ever written and it is written in 
easy-to-understand laymen's terms." (About.com 20080201)About the AuthorOriginally from Philadelphia, San 
Francisco Patent Attorney David Pressman is a graduate of Penn State University (BSEE) and George Washington 
University Law School (JD) where he was on the Law . He has over 40 years of experience in the patent profession -- 
as a patent examiner for the U.S. Patent Office, a patent attorney in corporate and private practice, a university 
instructor, a columnist, and as author of the Patent and Trademark entries to the World Book Encyclopedia. He is an 
expert on patent filing, prosecution, and licensing and his books have charted the path for over 250,000 inventors. 
Patent It Yourself is the most highly recommended guide to patenting an invention. David is also co-author of The 
Inventor's Notebook (with Fred Grissom), How to Make Patent Drawings Yourself (with Jack Lo), Patent Pending In 
24 Hours (with Rich Stim), and Patents For Beginners (with Rich Stim). 


