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Alan L. Durham : Patent Law Essentials: A Concise Guide  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Patent Law Essentials: A Concise Guide: 

51 of 52 people found the following review helpful. The best concise manual for beginners and experts alike.By 
MaryThis book represents the best one-volume reference for beginners and experts interested in patent law. It is 
immensely helpful as a quick reference guide for materials that might be useful in legal proceedings. It is also an 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=156720242X


invaluable teaching tool that presents a fluid, cogent view of the full breadth of patent law. Students would be well 
advised to secure a copy and read it from cover to cover. (Thankfully, the book has none of the boring and irrelevant 
historical anecdotes that seem to grow like vestigial flesh on all the other treatises as the law and events pass them by.) 
The book strikes a fair balance between the detail necessary to comprehend fully the depth of patent law issues and the 
generality needed by those who are in search of a quick and ready understanding of patent law as a whole or one of its 
narrow component parts. In short, this book is an invaluable source for executives, technical experts, patent 
prosecutors, litigators and students.10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Concise and informativeBy 
SurfkhooThis book gets to the point and is very well organized. The author apparently put a lot of thought into the 
flow of the book, making it very intuitive to follow. I've learned more from this small book, than I have from a book 5 
times the size. The footnotes all throughout the book are excellent references as well (especially when studying for the 
patent exam). The author seems extremely knowledgable, and more importantly, does a great job relaying that 
knowledge onto the reader.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Excellent book for a fundamental 
understanding of patent lawBy James RThis book covers general concepts in patent law very well. The book is easy 
for a layperson to understand (I am not an attorney), yet detailed enough to provide a good understanding of this 
aspect of intellectual property law.

This consise, up-to-date survey of U.S. patent law uses examples, many from actual cases, to explain the various 
aspects of the patent system, including issues of patent validity, infringement, the application process, and litigation. 
Although many large multi-volume patent treatises are already available, this book will serve as a useful overview or 
starting point for further research. Patent claim interpretation, equivalence, prior art, and the extension of patent 
protection to non-traditional subject matter such as computer software are covered in detail. Appendixes contain 
sample U.S. patents.This consise, up-to-date survey of U.S. patent law uses examples, many from actual cases, to 
explain the various aspects of the patent system, including issues of patent validity, infringement, the application 
process, and litigation. Although many large multi-volume patent treatises are already available, this book will serve 
as a useful overview or starting point for further research. Patent claim interpretation, equivalence, prior art, and the 
extension of patent protection to non-traditional subject matter such as computer software are covered in detail. 
Appendixes contain sample U.S. patents.This guide is suitable as an introduction to the field for non-attorneys, 
including engineers or business persons with patent-related concerns. Attorneys can also use it as an introduction, a 
quick reference, or a case-finder. All discussions of the law are supported by citations to authority, including recent 
decisions by the Supreme Court and the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals. While this study provides a serious and 
comprehensive analysis of the law, it is presented in the simplest and clearest terms possible.

"There are several excellent multi-volume legal treatises on patent law for the patent practitioner. But these are far too 
comprehensive to be useful to non-lawyers, or even to lawyers who are not patent lawyers. For the first time, Alan 
Durham's Patent Law Essentials lays it out plain and simple. A corporate RD director, for example, can read Alan's 
book in a few evenings and come away with all he or she needs to do their job. A layperson can ignore the footnotes 
and read a clear, understandable expose of the essentials of patent law and patent litigation."-Roger Borovoy Fish 
Richardson P.C.About the AuthorALAN L. DURHAM is a Professor of Law at the University of Alabama, teaching 
courses in intellectual property and computer law. Professor Durham formerly practiced law in California's Silicon 
Valley, with the Palo Alto offices of Brown Bain and Morrison Foerster LLP. During that time he specialized in high-
technology intellectual property litigation, with a particular emphasis on patent matters. 


