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U.S. Department of Commerce : Patents and How to Get One: A Practical Handbook  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Patents and How to Get One: A Practical 
Handbook: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. It's OK for a quick readBy Michael SThis little booklet provides the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0486411443


most basic information about patents. I bought it thinking that it would be a good thing to supply new employees at my 
company. Although I think it is OK in terms of content (nothing particularly bad), I am not sure that there is anything 
interesting enough here to get anyone to really read through it.Most of this information can be found on-line and up to 
date from government websites. Although I have not checked, it would not surprise me to find this very information as 
it was created by the USPTO. Unless you are keen to have things in bound form, there really is no need to own this 
book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A decent introduction to patentsBy Robert A. CareyThis book 
is a short, dry government publication that covers the basics of getting a patent. It's cheap and is a good, authoritative 
overview, so it's worth the price. It gave me a taste of how complicated it is, and I decided to not pursue a patent. I also 
read a New York Times story on the web and found that those folks who advertise on TV will gladly take your money 
but rarely do what they advertise. So read this book and be careful.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Two StarsBy Slimits a short book based on everything available free on the govt patent website.

What is a patent? What do patent pending and patent applied for mean? How do you go about applying for a patent? 
This indispensable handbook, originally published by the U.S. Governments Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) not 
only answers these and many other questions frequently asked of the agency, but provides readers with general 
information about patents and how the PTO operates.Designed specifically for non-attorneys and written in clear, easy-
to-understand language, the guide takes readers through the registration process step by step, beginning with general 
information about the functions of the Patent and Trademark Office. Accessible discussions follow about patent law, 
what can be patented, conditions for obtaining a patent, the process of registering patents, and who may apply. Also 
covered are filing and maintenance fees; models, exhibits, and specimens; correction of patents, the nature of patent 
rights, patent infringement, design and plant patents, treaties and foreign patents, and much more.Of immense use to 
inventors and prospective applicants, this brief general introduction to the subject will also be of value to students and 
other interested people.

From the Back CoverProduced by the Patent and Trademark Office and written in clear language that doesn't require a 
lawyer to interpret, this is an important resource for inventors looking to protect their valuable work. This step-by-step 
guide to the patent process answers all your questions: * What is a patent? * What can be patented? * Who may apply 
for a patent? * What specifications, models, or exhibits must accompany a patent application? * How long does a 
patent application take? * How can denied applications be appealed? * What rights are granted by a patent? * and 
many others. 


