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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Peacekeeping: 
Outspoken Observations by a Field Officer (Praeger Series in War Studies): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Allan 's Peacekeeping Book a Home RunBy 
FLEITZ@WORLDNET.ATT.NETIn my extensive research of UN peacekeeping, James Allan's landmark work 
"Peacekeeping: Outspoken Observations by a Field Officer" was one of the best written, candid, and informative work 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0275953610


I have come across on this subject. Allan uses his years of experience as a UN peacekeeper to explain in detail why 
peacekeeping forces fail and how they can succeed. While he pulls no punches and comes down pretty hard on the 
UN, especially for mismanagement and corruption, he sees hope for peacekeeping missions if they are better run and 
deployed in areas with doable mandates. I have found that most of the works out there on peacekeeping are either 
advocacy pieces or so academic that they are unreadable. Allan's work is readable, factual, and well organized. A must 
read for any student of UN peacekeeping or conflict resolution. Frederick H. Fleitz Sterling, VA

This study argues, based on the author's firsthand experience with five United Nations peacekeeping missions, that 
classic peacekeepers in the Cold War era could play a limited but nonetheless useful role in international conflict 
control. However, in the post-Cold War period, some new approaches to peacekeeping and ventures into enforcement 
have been unsuccessful, and the United Nations has lost much credibility in the art of peacekeeping. In a violent 
world, peacekeeping will always play a minor supporting role to traditional diplomacy among the great powers and to 
coalition and alliance efforts to control conflict. The author's involvement in peacekeeping missions in Cyprus, Iran-
Iraq, and other parts of the Middle East over the period from 1967 to 1990 gives him a rare and informed perspective 
on peacekeeping.

About the AuthorJAMES H. ALLAN served for 37 years as an infantry officer in the Canadian Army before retiring 
as a colonel in 1991. He had extensive peacekeeping experience in Cyprus, Syria, Israel, Iran, and Iraq. 


