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Perchlorate: A Scientific, Legal, and Economic Assessment is designed to educate and inform business, 
environmental, legal and academic audiences about the history of the perchlorate controversy and provide practical 
advice to those involved in perchlorate litigation, remediation and regulation. The book addresses legal, scientific, 
economic and health aspects of perchlorate. Starting with a discussion of perchlorate sources and paths of release into 
the environment, the authors cover potential health effects, trends in environmental regulation, methods of determining 
contamination levels and current remediation technologies. The book also identifies and discusses liability theories 
and damage claims asserted in perchlorate litigation. The authors explain theories environmental liability, identify tort 
claims most commonly asserted in environmental litigation, and provide an overview of environmental class actions.

About the AuthorEarl L. Hagstrm, J.D. is a partner in the law firm Sedgwick, Detert, Moran Arnold LLP in San 
Francisco. As a member of the firm's Environmental Practice Group, Mr. Hagstrm concentrates his practice in the 
areas of regional, state, and federal water quality laws and litigation of hazardous waste disposal and ground water 
contamination issues. He is able to draw upon his extensive experience in geology and hydrology in assessing liability 
and compliance requirements under state and federal environmental laws and regulations. He has been retained as an 
expert in the application of CERCLA and has represented clients before the U.S. EPA, and the California DTSC, as 
well as regional air and water quality boards. Mr. Hagstrm also assists clients in the purchase and sale of 
environmentally distressed properties ("Brownfields"), the performance of facility audits and in permitting issues. He 
also represents environmental engineers in remediation design litigation. Mr. Hagstrm successfully represented a 
perchlorate defendant in groundwater litigation tried in July 2005 in the U.S. District Court, Northern District of 
California. Mr. Hagstrms published decisions include Catellus Development v. USA, (828 F. Supp. 764 N.D. Cal. 
1993) and Catellus Development v. USA, (34 F.3d 748 9th Cir.1994). Mr. Hagstrm has also successfully tried 
CERCLA and tort-based contamination cases before juries, courts and in administrative proceedings. Affiliations, 
Activities and Accomplishments Mr. Hagstrm is a member of the Environmental and Litigation Sections of the 
American Bar Association, and from 1999 to 2004 was on the Board of Directors of the Environmental and Water 
Law Section of the Bar Association of San Francisco. He is a member of the Ground Water Resource Association of 
California and a past member of the Air Waste Management Association. His experience and success resulted in his 
peers naming him as one of the Top 5% of Environmental Attorneys in Northern California in 2004. During eight-plus 
years as a geologist with British Petroleum P.L.C. and Phillips Petroleum Company, Mr. Hagstrm conducted 
geological, petrophysical, and geophysical analyses and supervised multi-well drilling programs in California and 
Alaska. While with British Petroleum as exploration supervisor, he administered a $3-million exploration budget and 
negotiated joint venture agreements with exploration and development partners and unitization agreements with state 
agencies. Mr. Hagstrm earned his J.D. (1990) from the University of San Francisco School of Law, where he served as 
President and Public Program Director of the Environmental Law Society and was a recipient of the American Bar 
Association's Certificate of Excellence for its Urban Government Section. He also received an award for best oralist in 
the 1990 National Environmental Moot Court Competition held at Pace University, and was nominated for an 
American Jurisprudence Award in California Land Use Planning. Mr. Hagstrm received his B.A. (1976) in Geology 
from Boston University and his M.S. (1978) in Sedimentation and Stratigraphy, magna cum laude, from the University 
of Rhode Island. 


