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From Brand: State Univ of New York Pr : Polls and Politics: The Dilemmas of Democracy  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Polls and Politics: The Dilemmas of 
Democracy: 

This hard-hitting and engaging examination of polls and American politics asks an essential question: do polls 
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contribute to the vitality of our democracy or are they undermining the health of our political system? Leading 
scholars address several key issues such as how various types of polls affect democracy, the meaning attributed to 
polling data by citizens and the media, the use of polls by presidents, and how political elites respond--or do not 
respond--to public polls. The contributors assert that while polls tread a fine line between informing and manipulating 
the public, they remain valuable so long as a robust democracy obliges its political leaders to respond to the expressed 
will of the people.

"The topic--how polling can be reconciled with democracy--is a great one, and the work here fills and important gap in 
the literature."From the Back CoverThis hard-hitting and engaging examination of polls and American politics asks an 
essential question: do polls contribute to the vitality of our democracy or are they undermining the health of our 
political system? Leading scholars address several key issues such as how various types of polls affect democracy, the 
meaning attributed to polling data by citizens and the media, the use of polls by presidents, and how political elites 
respond-or do not respond-to public polls. The contributors assert that while polls tread a fine line between informing 
and manipulating the public, they remain valuable so long as a robust democracy obliges its political leaders to 
respond to the expressed will of the people.About the AuthorMichael A. Genovese is Loyola Chair of Leadership 
Studies and Professor of Political Science at Loyola Marymount University. He is the author of many books, including 
The Power of the American Presidency: 1789-2000 and The Presidential Dilemma: Leadership in the American 
System.Matthew J. Streb is Assistant Professor of Political Science at Loyola Marymount University and the author of 
The New Electoral Politics of Race. 


