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Wendy E. Parmet : Populations, Public Health, and the Law  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Populations, Public Health, and the Law: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Understated style masks powerful punchBy Jeremy Paul Customer 
Reviewers made a grave error in missing this gem of a book when it was released. Covering a wide array of topics that 
remain urgent today, Professor Parmet has much to teach about the role of experts in tort litigation and the role of 
government in responding to public health challenges. But what makes the book truly special is her revival of a 
conception of government built upon protecting citizens against common challenges rather than upon protection of one 
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citizen from another. Students of constitutional law often marvel at the invocation of "the police power" as a talisman 
fending off assertions of constitutional rights. But Professor Parmet reminds us that in a world plagued by epidemics 
of infectious diseases courts were understandably more likely to provide latitude to public health officials. This is the 
work of a master who unveils an alternative view of our legal history all with an eye toward an approach to law aimed 
at promoting the common good. It is not to be missed.

Law plays a crucial role in protecting the health of populations. Whether the public health threat is bioterrorism, 
pandemic influenza, obesity, or lung cancer, law is an essential tool for addressing the problem. Yet for many decades, 
courts and lawyers have frequently overlooked law's critical importance to public health. Populations, Public Health, 
and the Law seeks to remedy that omission. The book demonstrates why public health protection is a vital objective 
for the law and presents a new population-based approach to legal analysis that can help law achieve its public health 
mission while remaining true to its own core values. By looking at a diverse range of topics, including food safety, 
death and dying, and pandemic preparedness, Wendy E. Parmet shows how a population-based legal analysis that 
recalls the importance of populations and uses the tools of public health can enhance legal decision making while 
protecting both public health and the rights and liberties of individuals and their communities.

"A provocative, milestone contribution to the growing body of public health law scholarship."Journal of Legal 
Medicine"Parmet offers a compelling, cohesive account of how lawmakers and policymakers view the role of law in 
protecting population health."Hastings Center Report "A vital book that brings public health law theory into the 
twenty-first century."Scott Burris, James E. Beasley Professor of Law, Temple University"Parmet's bold and 
penetrating book is indispensable reading for anyone interested in understanding the relationship between law and 
public health. In demonstrating how public health practice has shaped legal doctrine while reminding readers of law's 
centrality to public health practice, Parmet's mastery of legal analysis is of fundamental importance to public health 
practitioners and policymakers. The book is an accessible history of public health and law that is a pleasure to read. Its 
extraordinary achievement is that the book will appeal equally to legal scholars and public health practitioners."Peter 
Jacobson, JD, MPH, professor of health law and policy and director, Center for Law, Ethics, and Health, University of 
Michigan School of Public HealthAbout the AuthorWendy E. Parmet is George J. and Kathleen Waters Matthews 
Distinguished University Professor of Law at Northeastern University and directs the law school's dual degree JDMPH 
program with Tufts University School of Medicine. She is a coauthor of Ethical Health Care. 


