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Public Policy): 

Many child abuse prevention programs have targeted factors within the family, such as parenting skills. This book 
describes the next wave of prevention: the promotion of safer, healthier childrearing environments in entire 
communities. The contributors are leading authorities who illuminate how contextual factorsincluding poverty, chaotic 
neighborhoods, and lack of social supportscombine with family factors to place children at risk for maltreatment. They 
present a range of exemplary programs designed to strengthen communities while also helping individual parents to 
meet their children's needs. Real-world evaluation approaches, quality-control strategies, and policy implications are 
discussed in depth.

"This state-of-the-art volume brings together in one place the conceptual issues, empirical research, and policy 
analyses relevant to involving communities in child maltreatment prevention. The book provides an excellent 
overview of established prevention approaches, such as home visiting by nurses, as well as new and promising 
community-level interventions. It examines some hot topics in child welfare service delivery, including differential 
response and quality improvement systems, along with such thorny issues as the tension between preventing 
maltreatment versus promoting positive child development. An invaluable resource for practitioners, advocates, 
students, policymakers, and researchers interested in the best thinking about efforts to keep children safe."--Mark E. 
Courtney, PhD, Executive Director, Partners for Our Children; Ballmer Endowed Chair for Child Well-Being, School 
of Social Work, University of Washington 


