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This edited volume illuminates critical research issues through the particular lens of homelessness, bringing together
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some of the leading scholarsin the field, from an array of disciplines and perspectives, to explore this condition of
marginalization and the ethical dilemmas that arise within it. The authors provide insightsinto the realities and
challenges of social research that will guide students, activists, practitioners, policymakers, and service providers, as
well as both novice and seasoned researchersin fields of inquiry ranging from anthropology and sociology to
geography and cultural studies. Although many texts have explored the subject of homelessness, few have attempted
to encapsulate and examine the complex process of researching the issue as a phenomenon unto itself. Professional
Lives, Personal Struggles examines the many challenges of conducting ethical research on homelessness, as well as
the potential for positive change and transformation, through the deeply personal accounts of scholars and advocates
with extensive experience working in the field.

Professional Lives, Personal Struggles provides a nuanced examination of the ethical issues faced by ethnographic
researchers who work with or on behalf of people who are dispossessed. Even experienced researchers are likely to
find the analyses consistently thought-provoking and at times original. Novice researchers might particularly benefit
from insightful discussion of the ways in which others have come to grips with the quandaries they are sure to face.
(European Journal of Homelessness)In aworld of mindless tweets, Facebook 'over-sharing' and Kim Kardashian, it is
heartening to know that sociologists still care about something that matters: the homeless, the wretched of our
American earth. Let us praise the authors of this volume for keeping their story alive. (Mark S. Hamm, author of In
Bad Company: Americas Terrorist Underground) This timely and important book looks at homelessness from the
relatively neglected perspective of research ethics. Building on academic and experiential knowledge from an
impressive array of scholarsin the field, the book makes a strong case that ethical concerns are an emergent and
persistent part of researching any marginal population, and the homelessin particular. (Amir Marvasti, Penn State
Altoona)About the AuthorRandall Amster, J.D., Ph.D., is professor of Peace Studies and graduate chair of Humanities
at Prescott College. TrennaValado, Ph.D., is an applied anthropol ogist who currently works with a private company
that aims to improve the lives of children and families through interdisciplinary research and evaluation of social
service programs.



