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Ronald D. Rotunda, John S. Dzienkowski : Professional Responsibility A Student's Guide  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Professional Responsibility A Student's Guide: 

This book on legal ethics is the premier text that examines the ABA Model Rules of Professional Conduct, the ABA 
Code of Judicial Conduct, the American Law Institute's new Restatement of the Law Governing Lawyers, and the case 
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law. The book is analytical, concise, and thorough. Empirical studies show that many lawyers are unaware of even 
basic information about "legal ethics," the law governing lawyers. Older lawyers, who draw a disproportionate number 
of malpractice suits, often have neither formally studied ethics nor kept up with developments in the law. Many 
malpractice suits arise out of ethics violations, such as disqualification of lawyers for conflicts of interest, multi-
disciplinary practice, and the attorney-client evidentiary and ethical privilege. The Ethics Rules are law typically 
adopted by court rule in the same way that the Rules of Civil Procedure are law. These Ethics Rules are just as 
complex as the Civil Practice Rules or the Evidence Rules. Many of the Ethics Rules cannot be known through some 
sort of innate or hereditary awareness automatically infused in ordinary human beings once they are admitted to the 
bar. Unless a student wants to emulate those lawyers who draw a disproportionate number of malpractice suits, he or 
she will need to understand the law of Legal Ethics. And to do that, one needs this book.


