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David J. Herring : Public Family: Exploring Its Role In Democratic Societies  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Public Family: Exploring Its Role In Democratic 
Societies: 

In The Public Family David Herring's goal is to create a new rhetoric that moves beyond the stalemate that often 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0822958279


results from the war between advocates of parental rights and those of children's rights. This rhetoric of associational 
respect allows him to constructively address the role of rights and the limits of individualism in political and legal 
theory. While acknowledging the family's importance in facilitating state functioning and power in a large, pluralistic 
democracy (the aforementioned production of good citizens), Herring fully explores the ways in which the family 
produces diversity and promotes tolerance. Unlike other works on the subject, which view the differences between 
individuals as constituting the central challenge for American society, Herring focuses on the importance of such 
differences. In doing so, he enriches and enlivens the often divisive public discussion of family law and policy.

"A pioneering work in political sociology....will promote public discourse about family law well into the future, 
especially so given the significant demographic changes in the American family since 1950." 


