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9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Strongly disagree with previous reviewBy Reviewer1948Not only 
does this profound book provide important insight into many of the most pressing issues of our time, I consider it to be 
a beautifully crafted and written piece of prose. I strongly disagree with the previous reviewer. If only more 
anthropological engagements could be as timely, sensitive, and thoughtful as "Questioning Secularism."0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Excellent read sans the misprinted footnotesBy CustomerAside from having the 
last 20 pages miscut by an inch (where the top several sentences are missing) it's a fabulous book.4 of 5 people found 
the following review helpful. This is not to say the book easy. On the contraryBy angelus novusAgainst the first 
review, Agrama not only writes clearly, but does so in way that allows for a lucid, clear argument and outline of his 
the theories that he is proposing and addressing. This is not to say the book easy. On the contrary, the book is dense 
and at times very difficult to read, but the author is so good at making sure that the reader clearly understands what he 
is attempting to account for. In any case, this book is truly worth reading and teaches you a lot about a very important 
subject of our time and for the years to come. This, I am certain of.

The central question of the Arab Springwhat democracies should look like in the deeply religious countries of the 
Middle Easthas developed into a vigorous debate over these nations secular identities. But what, exactly, is 
secularism? What has the Wests long familiarity with it inevitably obscured? In Questioning Secularism, Hussein Ali 
Agrama tackles these questions. Focusing on the fatwa councils and family law courts of Egypt just prior to the 
revolution, he delves deeply into the meaning of secularism itself and the ambiguities that lie at its heart.

At a time when Egypt is consumed with debates about the role of Islam in the constitution and the role of the courts, 
Agramas book offers unique and fascinating insight into the actual operation of Islamic laws in Egyptian society. . . . 
Simply fascinating. 


