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Family Dissolution:

This book provides a critical examination of and reflection on the American Law Institute's (ALI) Principles of the
Law of Family Dissolution: Analysis and Recommendations ('Principles, arguably the most sweeping proposal for
family law reform attempted in the U.S. over the last quarter century. The volume is a collaborative work of
individuals from diverse perspectives and disciplines who explore the fundamental questions about the nature of
family, parenthood, and child support. The contributors are all recognized authorities on aspects of family law and
provide commentary on the principles examined by the ALI - fault, custody, child support, property division, spousal
support, and domestic partnerships, utilizing awide range of analytical tools, including economic theory,
constitutional law, social science data, and linguistic analysis. This volume a so includes the perspectives of U.S.
judges and legislators and leading family law scholars in the United Kingdom, Europe, Canada and Australia.

"The Principles consolidate many of the transformative trends in family law since the 1970's and recommend further,
far-reaching changes. Thisrich collection of essays by so many distinguished judges, practitioners, and scholars, with
diverse viewpoints, will surely raise the level of the national conversation about where family law has been, whereit is
now, and where it ought to be headed." --From the Foreword by Mary Ann Glendon , Learned Hand Professor of Law
Harvard Law School"Thisisamajor contribution to the field of family law as avolume putting the ALI Principlesin
perspective and providing thoughtful commentary is urgently needed. Without hesitation, | enthusiastically
recommend Reconceiving the Family." --Claire Huntington, Professor of Law, University of Colorado School of
Law"This book isimportant and timely. The subject matter is of enormous significance. Not only has the American
family been undergoing almost revolutionary reconfigurations over the past generation, public opinion about the ways
in which law should reflect these changes has also shifted rapidly. The American Law Institute focused its enormous
talents on developing Principles of the Law of Family Dissolution and carefully considered all of the significant
guestions raised by these changing family forms. The contributors to this volume broadly examine issues contained in
the Principles which are sufficiently weighty and complicated that they must be discussed from multiple perspectives.”
Martin Guggenheim, Fiorello LaGuardia Professor of Clinical Law, New Y ork University School of LawAbout the
AuthorRobin Fretwell Wilson is an Associate Professor of Law at the University of Maryland School of Law. Sheis
the co-editor of aforthcoming volume entitled The Handbook of Children, Culture Violence (Sage Publications, 2005)
and has published articles on the risks of abuse to children in the Cornell Law , the Emory Law Journal, the San Diego
Law , and the Journal of Child and Family Studies. Professor Wilson has testified on the use of social sciencein legal
decision-making in Joint Hearings before the Federal Trade Commission and Department of Justice. A member of the
Executive Committee of the Family and Juvenile Law Section of the Association of American Law Schools, Professor
Wilson frequently lectures on violence to children, including presentations at the Family Law Project by Harvard
University Law School and Y ae University's Edward Zigler Center for Child Development and Social Policy.



