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The book explores bilateral and regional trade agreements and examines how they are changing international trade
rules. It offers an important contribution to the current debate on the role of the WTO in regulating international trade
and how WTO rules relate to new rules being developed by RTAs. The work is based on what is probably the largest
dataset used to date. It provides a deep analysis of RTA provisions, identifying which provisions tend to be more
liberalizing than others, whether there are any trends that can be identified and whether RTA provisions are moving
ahead of the WTO framework, thereby creating a dual system of standards for international trade. Co-published with
Cambridge University Press.

About the AuthorRohini Acharyais a Counsellor with the World Trade Organization. She has a PhD in Economics
and joined the WTQO's Trade Policies Division in 1996, becoming Chief of its Regional Trade Agreements Section in
January 2007. Previously she worked as Senior Research Fellow at the International Economics Programme of the
Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham House) in London. Her work at the WTO hasincluded the trade
policy reviews of several WTO members, including Australia, Egypt, India, New Zealand and Singapore, and the first
Trade Policy of China.



