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Although individuals or companies can pursue civil remedies to address violations of their intellectual property rights, 
criminal sanctions are often warranted to ensure sufficient punishment and deterrence of wrongful activity. Congress 
has continually expanded and strengthened criminal laws for violations of intellectual property rights to protect 
innovation, to keep pace with evolving technology and, significantly, to ensure that egregious or persistent intellectual 
property violations do not merely become a standard cost of doing business for defendants.


