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Richmond Green ChambersDerived from the French word for wrong a tort, predictably, is a civil wrong. Published 
recently as part of the Research Handbooks in Law and Economics series from Edward Elgar, this volume contains 
twenty-three scholarly articles from leading experts on the economics of torts. It is not a compilation of prior research, 
useful as that might be. These articles, or treatises, were specially commissioned in line with the overall aim of this 
admirable series, that is, to offer advanced treatments of specific topics that reflect the state- of-the-art of research in 
law and economics, while also expanding the law and economics debate.Editor Jennifer Arlen of New York University 
School of Law has done a fine job of eliciting some ground breaking research and comment from world class 
academic institutions, from Harvard, Boston University and Cornell Law School to the University of California at 
Berkeley, the University of Toronto and many more besides. Yes, the orientation is North American, but in the main, 
is all the better for that, as the issues discussed and the insights presented are universally relevant on whichever side of 
the Atlantic you aim to practice law.The scholarship thus presented is grouped under six headings to include tort 
litigation economic analysis of liability economic analysis of multi-part litigation the litigation process damages and 
the reform of, and alternatives to, the law of tort. As Arlen explains in her enlightening introduction, the book presents 
extensive empirical evidence including analysis of state court trials and settlements, class actions, medical error, juries, 
damage awards, tort reform and experimental analysis of settlements. Other issues such as vicarious liability are also 
discussed.In her concluding remarks, Arlen points out that, much remains to be explored adding that the book can help 
guide future scholarship by. highlighting promising avenues for future research.Speaking of which, researchers will 
relish having so many avenues of further exploration pointed out to them in this volume of over 650 pages via the 
meticulous and extensive footnoting and bibliographical references throughout which are almost innumerable. The 
index alone over twenty pages of it -- is a useful and time-saving research tool.Practitioners of civil law, judges and 
regulators, as well as academics, lecturers and students will certainly wish to add this impressive publication to their 
working libraries. The publication date is 2013.

'The highlight of this intellectually rich volume is the multiple perspectives it offers on the economic analysis of the 
tort system. In collecting these essays from leading legal scholars, Jennifer Arlen offers a wide range of empirical, 
institutional, and doctrinal dimensions of economic thought critical to assessing how our socio-legal system addresses 
the problem of accidental harm. The volume will serve as an invaluable contribution to the literature on the dynamic 
character of the tort system in action.'- Robert L. Rabin, Stanford Law School, US'An indispensable resource for 
anyone interested in economic analysis of tort law, and tort law period. Professor Arlen has assembled an academic all-
star team, and its members have prepared up-to-date, high quality, and accessible treatments of centrally important 
topics ranging from causation and damages to vicarious liability and insurance to tort reform and tort alternatives. 
With respect to the analysis of tort law through the lenses of empirical and microeconomic analysis, this is now the go-
to volume.'- John Goldberg, Harvard Law School, US'In this beautifully edited volume, Jennifer Arlen has brought 
together an impressive line-up of outstanding scholars working in the area of tort liability. The volume showcases the 
great progress that has been made applying theoretical and empirical methodology to the study of law, and provides 
invaluable insights into directions for future research. Every scholar who is interested in the role of social science in 
legal scholarship will be stimulated and inspired by its contents.'- Kathryn E. Spier, Harvard Law School, USThis 
pioneering Handbook contains specially-commissioned chapters on tort law from leading experts in the field. This 
volume evaluates issues of vital importance to those seeking to understand and reform the tort law and the litigation 
process, taking a multi-disciplinary approach, including theoretical economic analysis, empirical analysis, socio-
economic analysis, and behavioral analysis. Topics discussed include products liability, medical malpractice, 
causation, proximate cause, joint and several liability, class actions, mass torts, vicarious liability, settlement, damage 
rules, juries, tort reform, and potential alternatives to the tort system. Scholars, students, legal practitioners, regulators, 
and judges with an interest in tort law, litigation, damages, and reform will find this seminal Handbook an invaluable 
addition to their libraries.Focusing on issues of vital importance to those seeking to understand and reform the tort 
system, this volume takes a multi-disciplinary approach, including theoretical economic analysis, empirical analysis, 
socio-economic analysis, and behavioral analysis of liability rules and the litigation process. Topics discussed include 
products liability, medical malpractice, causation, proximate cause, joint and several liability, class actions, mass torts, 
vicarious liability, settlement, damage rules, juries, tort reform, and potential alternatives to the tort system.Scholars, 
students, law practitioners, regulators, judges and economists with an interest in tort law, litigation, damages, and 
reform will find this seminal Handbook an invaluable addition to their libraries.Contributors: J. Arlen, L. Babcock, T. 
Baker, R. Cooter, A.F. Daughety, D. DePianto, S.S. Diamond, T. Eisenberg, R.A. Epstein, J. Furgeson, M.A. 
Geistfeld, M.F. Grady, L. Hardcastle, M. Heise, E. Helland, D.R. Hensler, K.N. Hylton, L.A. Kornhauser, R. 
Kraakman, G. Miller, J.F. Reinganum, J.M. Salerno, S.A. Seabury, C.M. Sharkey, P. Siegelman, E.L. Talley, M. 
Trebilcock, P.-E. Veel, W.K. Viscusi, A.L. Wickelgren, K. Zeiler

`The highlight of this intellectually rich volume is the multiple perspectives it offers on the economic analysis of the 
tort system. In collecting these essays from leading legal scholars, Jennifer Arlen offers a wide range of empirical, 



institutional, and doctrinal dimensions of economic thought critical to assessing how our socio-legal system addresses 
the problem of accidental harm. The volume will serve as an invaluable contribution to the literature on the dynamic 
character of the tort system in action.' -- Robert L. Rabin, Stanford Law School, US `An indispensable resource for 
anyone interested in economic analysis of tort law, and tort law period. Professor Arlen has assembled an academic all-
star team, and its members have prepared up-to-date, high quality, and accessible treatments of centrally important 
topics ranging from causation and damages to vicarious liability and insurance to tort reform and tort alternatives. 
With respect to the analysis of tort law through the lenses of empirical and microeconomic analysis, this is now the go-
to volume.' -- John Goldberg, Harvard Law School, US `This Handbook redefines the boundaries of research in the 
economics of torts by integrating the standard model with a theoretical and empirical analysis of the institutions 
intervening before (contracts) and after (litigation) the occurrence of harm. It is an essential companion for scholars 
working in this field and provides plenty of new ideas for further research.' -- Giuseppe Dari-Mattiacci, University of 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands `In this beautifully edited volume, Jennifer Arlen has brought together an impressive 
line-up of outstanding scholars working in the area of tort liability. The volume showcases the great progress that has 
been made applying theoretical and empirical methodology to the study of law, and provides invaluable insights into 
directions for future research. Every scholar who is interested in the role of social science in legal scholarship will be 
stimulated and inspired by its contents.' -- Kathryn E. Spier, Harvard Law School, USAbout the AuthorEdited by 
Jennifer Arlen, Norma Z. Paige Professor of Law and Director, Center for Law, Economics and Organizations, New 
York University School of Law, US 


