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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Right-to-Die Policiesin
the American States: Judicial and Legidlative Innovation (American Legal Institutions):

Examining policy reinvention and the interaction between state courts and legislatures, Smith offers a general theory
of "permissive" or "morality-based" policy adoption and tests hypotheses by examining state adoption of right-to-die
policies (living will laws, durable power of attorney statutes, and surrogate decision making rules). The results of
statistical (event history) models and comparative case studies indicate that controversial policy adoption is afunction
of palitical, institutional, regional, and vertical influences. Different factors dominate policy making in the judicial and
legislative branches of the state governments. Smith'sis one of the first studies to explicitly model the interplay
between these two types of institutions during the policy diffusion process.

About the AuthorJ. Donald Smith is Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science at the University of
North Texas. He earned his Ph.D. in 1999 from Florida State University.



