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The genesis of this conference was on a quay of the port of Bergen in March 1985. Raghar Amason suggested to Phil
Neher asmall, mid-Atlantic conference on recent developments in fishery management. In the event, more than

twenty papers were scheduled and over one hundred and fifty conferees were registered. Logistical complications were
sorted through for a summer 1988 conference in Iceland. The really innovative management programs were in the
South Pacific; Australiaand New Zealand had introduced Individual Transferable Quotas (ITQs); and Iceland,
Norway and Canada were a so experimenting with quotas. It seemed to the program committee (Rognval dur
Hannesson and Geoffrey Waugh were soon on board) that these quotas had more or less characteristics of property
rights. Property rights were also taking other formsin other places (time and area licenses, restrictive licensing of
vessels and gear, traditional use rights). The idea of rights based fishing became the theme of the conference.



