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1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A good intro to the environment-property rights debateBy A 
CustomerA refreshing and layperson's approach to the ever more complex debate on protecting the environment with 
property rights and entitlements. This is a solid rhetorical contribution that clarifies arguments for lawyers, 
economists, anthropologists, scholars and activists alike. It is multicultural and comprehensive enough for readers in 
the First and in the Third World.

Property rights are a tool humans use in regulating their use of natural resources. Understanding how rights to 
resources are assigned and how they are controlled is critical to designing and implementing effective strategies for 
environmental management and conservation.Rights to Nature is a nontechnical, interdisciplinary introduction to the 
systems of rights, rules, and responsibilities that guide and control human use of the environment. Following a brief 
overview of the relationship between property rights and the natural environment, chapters consider: ecological 
systems and how they function the effects of culture, values, and social organization on the use of natural resources the 
design and development of property rights regimes and the costs of their operation cultural factors that affect the 
design and implementation of property rights systems coordination across geographic and jurisdictional boundaries 
The book provides a valuable synthesis of information on how property rights develop, why they develop in certain 
ways, and the ways in which they function. Representing a unique integration of natural and social science, it 
addresses the full range of ecological, economic, cultural, and political factors that affect natural resource management 
and use, and provides valuable insight into the role of property rights regimes in establishing societies that are 
equitable, efficient, and sustainable.
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